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1.01 In accordance with the Prevailing Wage Law on Public Works (Chapter 2258 

of the Texas Government Code), the public body awarding the Contract does 
hereby specify the following to be the general prevailing rates in the locality in 
which the Work is being performed. 

 
1.02 This prevailing wage rate does not prohibit the payment of more than the rates 

stated. 
 
1.03 The wage scale for engineering construction is to be applied to all site work 

greater than 5 feet from an exterior wall of new building under construction or 
from an exterior wall of an existing building. 
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CITY OF HOUSTON, TEXAS 
LABOR CLASSIFICATIONS AND PREVAILING WAGE RATES 

FOR 
ENGINEERING CONSTRUCTION 

1985 
 
  
Classification Prevailing Rate Classification Prevailing Rate
Air Tool Man $6.70 Paving Sub Grader $6.65
Asphalt Raker 7.05
Asphalt Shoveler 6.20 

Crane, Clamshell, Backhoe, Derrick, 
     Dragline, Shovel (Less than 1-1/2 CY)

 
8.25

Batching Plant Scaleman 7.75
Carpenter, Rough 9.25 

Crane, Clamshell, Backhoe, Derrick, 
     Dragline, Shovel (1-1/2 CY & Over) 9.50

Carpenter Helper, Rough 7.00 Crusher or Screening Plant Operator 9.50
Concrete Finisher (Paving) 7.80 Elevating Grader 8.00
Concrete Finisher Helper (Paving) 5.95 Foundation Drill Oper., Truck Mounted 9.00
Concrete Finisher (Strs.) 7.95 Front End Loader (2-1/2 CY & Less) 7.30
Concrete Finisher Helper (Strs.) 6.45 Front End Loader (Over 2-1/2 CY) 8.25
Concrete Rubber 7.00 Mixer (Concrete Paving) 8.00
Electrician 13.95 Motor Grader Operator, Fine Grade 8.95
Electrician Helper, Senior 9.90 Motor Grader Operator 8.15
Electrician Helper, Junior 7.85
Form Builder (Strs.) 8.00 

Roller, Steel Wheel 
     (Plant-Mix Pavement) 7.35

Form Builder Helper (Strs.) 5.95
Form Liner (Pvg. & Curb) 8.05 

Roller, Steel Wheel 
     (Other Flat Wheel or Tamping) 7.20

Form Setter (Pvg. & Curb) 7.20 Roller, Pneumatic Self-Propelled 6.50
Form Setter Helper (Pvg. & Curb) 5.75 Scrapers (17 CY & Less) 6.55
Form Setter (Strs.) 7.35 Scrapers (Over 17 CY) 7.60
Form Setter Helper (Strs.) 6.25 Self-Propelled Hammer Operator 7.80
Laborer, Common 5.30 Tractor (Crawler Type) 150 HP & Less 7.70
Laborer, Utility Man 6.25 Tractor (Crawler Type) Over 150 HP 8.50
Manhole builder, Brick 6.85 Tractor (Pneumatic) 80 HP & Less 6.35
Mechanic 9.85 Tractor (Pneumatic) Over 80 HP 7.50
Mechanic Helper 7.50 Trenching Machine, Light 7.00
Oiler 7.00
Serviceman 7.60 

Wagon-Drill, Boring Machine or 
     Post Hole Driller Operator 9.50

Piledriverman 8.45 Reinforcing Steel Setter (Paving) 6.85
Pipe Layer 6.75 Reinforcing Steel Setter (Strs.) 8.20
Pipe Layer Helper 5.75 Reinforcing Steel Setter Helper 6.25
  Steel Worker (Strs.) 7.95
POWER EQUIPMENT OPERATORS:  Steel Worker Helper (Strs.) 6.30
Asphalt Distributor 7.75 Spreader Box Man 7.50
Asphalt Paving Machine 8.45  
Broom or Sweeper Operator 6.25 TRUCK DRIVERS: 
Bulldozer, 150 HP & Less 7.40 Single Axle, Light 6.40
Bulldozer, Over 150 HP 8.55 Single Axle, Heavy 6.75
Concrete Paving Curing Machine 7.45 Tandem Axle or Semi-Trailer 7.15
Concrete Paving Finishing Machine 8.35 Lowboy-Float 7.90
Concrete Paving Form Grader 7.50 Transit-Mix 7.00
Concrete Paving Grinder 7.35 Winch 5.90
Concrete Paving Joint Machine 7.30 Welder 8.40
Concrete Paving Joint Sealer 7.85 Welder Helper 8.00
Concrete Paving Saw 7.50  
Concrete Paving Spreader 7.55  
   
Ordinance No. 85-2071 passed November 27, 1985   
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SUPPLEMENTAL CLASSIFICATIONS AND WAGE RATES 
TO THE 

1985 CITY OF HOUSTON PREVAILING WAGE RATES 
 

as issued by City of Houston Affirmative Action/Contract Compliance Division 
 
 

     
 

Craft Level Prevailing Rate 
Water Well Driller Journeyman  $ 9.83 
Water Well Driller Helper  7.33 
Water Pump Installer Journeyman  9.67 
Water Pump Installer Helper  7.33 
Elevated Tank Painter  Journeyman  13.19 
Elevated Tank Painter Helper  8.26 
Ground Level Tank Painter Journeyman  12.94 
Ground Level Tank Painter Helper  5.17 
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